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IMPEACHMENT TRIAL 


Book adds pressure on GO 


REGIS UNIVERSITY 


Ransom 
was paid 
to hackers 
by college 


“Malicious actors” 
were behind August’s 
crippling cyberattack 


By Elizabeth Hernandez 
The Denver Post 


When “malicious actors” car- 
ried out a cyberattack on Regis 
University last August — crip- 
pling the Denver campus’s IT net- 
work and downing phones, email 
and Wi-Fi — university officials 
paid the hackers a ransom in 
hopes of restoring their incapaci- 
tated systems. 

Yet even after that payment, 
which Regis leaders publicly re- 
vealed for the first time to The 
Denver Post, the cyberattack still 
impaired day-to-day operations 
at the private Jesuit college for 
months. 

Regis officials had not previous- 
ly acknowledged the attack in- 
volved ransomware, which can 
render computer systems inoper- 
able until the target meets hack- 
ers’ financial demands. 

“The attack hit us the morning 
students were moving back to 
campus,” said Salvador Aceves, 
Regis’ senior vice president and 
chief financial officer. “It was a 
rather precarious time for us ... 
That was certainly a time where 
just as we’re trying to have stu- 
dents settle in, we also had the un- 
fortunate and needed reality of 
shutting down our systems. We 
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CHINA VIRUS FEARS 
SINK MARKETS 


U.S. stocks close with sharp 
losses as investors worry about 
the economic impact of China’s 
new virus. »7A 
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WARNING 75 YEARS 
AFTER AUSCHWITZ 


Auschwitz survivors warn of 


JEFFERSON COUNTY 


Inmates out early 


A view from an inmate’s cell at the Jefferson County Detention Center’s seventh floor, 
which was closed at the beginning of the year due to a $5.5 million budget cut. 
Photos by Andy Cross, The Denver Post 


Officials weighing options after early releases to reduce 
jail overcrowding because of a $5.5 million budget cut 


By Shelly Bradbury 
The Denver Post 


Ivan Alvarez counted the 
days until he’d be released 
from the Jefferson County 
Detention Center on a calen- 
dar, crossing each out with a 
big X. 

Just over a week ago, when 
the 26-year-old still had 18 
days to go on his 264-day 
sentence for driving under 
the influence, his cell door 
opened unexpectedly. 

“They just came in and 
opened the door and told me 
I was going home,” Alvarez 
said. 

He was one of 68 inmates 
released early from the jail in 
the last 10 days as Sheriff Jeff 
Shrader tries to combat over- 
crowding brought about by a 
$5.5 million budget cut that 
prompted the sheriff to close 
an entire floor of the jail and 
reduce the number of avail- 
able beds to 1,148 from 1,392. 

Overcrowding is a prob- 
lem increasingly faced by lo- 
cal jails across the state, and 
officials in Jefferson County 
and beyond have considered 
a variety of solutions, from 
setting lower bonds to alter- 
native sentences to building 
bigger jails and securing big- 
ger budgets. 


Jefferson County Sheriff Jeff Shrader has had to release 
prisoners to reduce overcrowding at the jail since the 
seventh floor was closed. 


lease. “It’s unbelievable. But 
once I was out, I was very 
happy, and grateful for get- 
ting released early.” 

The early releases are the 
first of several steps Shrader 
says the jail may need to take 
to keep the inmate popula- 
tion at a manageable level in 
the coming months — unless 
the jail’s average population 
drops significantly or its 
budget increases significant- 
ly. 
Since the budget cut was 
brought about by the state’s 


ments to return all tax mon- 
ey they collected above a 
certain amount, and voters in 
November rejected a mea- 
sure that would have lifted 
that restriction, some county 
officials are now considering 
a variety of ways to reduce 
the jail’s population without 
forcing the early release of 
convicted inmates. 
“Everyone is stepping up 
about what the options are, 
and to respond to what the 
voters told us, which is that 
we need to figure this out 


Dems again push for 
witnesses amid 
Bolton allegations 
against Trump 


By Eric Tucker, Zeke Miller 
and Lisa Mascaro 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON” Senators faced 
mounting pressure Monday to 
summon John Bolton to testify at 
President Donald Trump’s im- 
peachment trial even as Trump’s 
lawyers mostly brushed past ex- 
traordinary new allegations from 
the former national security ad- 
viser and focused instead on cor- 
ruption in Ukraine and historical 
arguments for acquittal. 

Outside the Senate chamber, 
Republicans grappled with claims 
in a forthcoming book from Bol- 
ton that Trump had wanted to 
withhold military aid from 
Ukraine until it helped with inves- 
tigations into Democratic rival 
Joe Biden. That assertion could 
undercut a key defense argument 
— that Trump never tied the sus- 
pension of security aid to political 
investigations. 

The revelation clouded White 
House hopes for a swift end to the 
impeachment trial, fueling Demo- 
cratic demands for witnesses and 
possibly pushing more Republi- 
can lawmakers to agree. It also 
distracted from hours of argu- 
ments from Trump’s lawyers, 
who declared anew that no wit- 
ness has testified to direct knowl- 
edge that Trump’s delivery of aid 
was contingent on investigations 
into Democrats. Bolton appeared 
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“FRANKENSTEIN 
MATERIAL” 


Researchers 
in Boulder 
create living 
concrete 


By Amos Zeeberg 
© The New York Times Co. 


For centuries, builders have 
been making concrete roughly the 
same way: by mixing hard materi- 
als like sand with various binders, 
and hoping it stays fixed and rigid 
for a long time to come. 

Now, an interdisciplinary team 
of researchers at the University of 
Colorado Boulder has created a 
rather different kind of concrete 
— one that is alive and can even 
reproduce. 

Minerals in the new material 
are deposited not by chemistry 
but by cyanobacteria, a common 
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